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ANNUAL REPORT 2015 
 

The BBC Pensioners' Association is an association of persons in 

receipt of a pension from a scheme to which the BBC contributed. 

The objectives of the Association are primarily:-  

o To promote and safeguard the interests of BBC pensioners 

and to improve their benefits;  

o To provide a forum for the examination and discussion of all 

matters relating to BBC pension schemes; 

o To provide a means whereby the interests and views of BBC 

pensioners may be ascertained and collectively represented 

to the administrators of their pension schemes, to scheme 

trustees, to the BBC Trust and to BBC management;  

o To obtain information from and co-operate with other bodies 

concerned with the advancement of pensioner interests at a 

national level;  

o To further advance the history of the BBC by collecting, 

creating and maintaining permanent accessible records of the 

working lives of those who worked at the BBC 

o To obtain professional advice and do anything else reasonably 

required in pursuance of the objectives of the Association. 

The full BBCPA Constitution is on the website at: www.bbcpa.org.uk    

This Report was compiled in February 2016 for the Annual General 

Meeting: Friends House, Euston Rd, London NW1 2BJ on 21 April 2016  

(The venue is directly opposite Euston rail & underground stations).  
 

The Agenda is on the back page. 
 

Please Note: The AGM starts at 2pm in the Small Meeting Room. 
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Opening of the Meeting and Chairman’s Welcome 

The Chairman of BBCPA for the 2015 calendar year was Hugh Sheppard. 

He was succeeded by Albert Barber as the Association’s chairman from 

January 2016. Hugh will chair the 29th Annual General Meeting. 

The main address this year will be by Charlotte Higgins, chief culture 

writer for the Guardian, whose book ‘The New Noise’ is required reading 

about the BBC and scene-sets the background for Charter Review.  

Adoption of the Minutes of the AGM held on 16 April 2015 

The minutes of the AGM for 2014 were circulated to all members and 

are on the website. The highlights were an address by Sir John Tusa, 

with contributions from Colin Browne, chairman of the Voice of the 

Listener and Viewer, and Natasha Maclean of BBC Alumni.  

Chairman’s Report and update 

The year began under a cloud, with the recent death of Brenda Horsfield, 

a founder-member of BBCPA, of whom more was said at last year’s AGM.  

At that meeting, a member of the committee, Leslie Huss-Smickler, was 

congratulated on his appointment as Pensioner-elected Scheme Trustee. 

Nick Whines took the opportunity of the AGM to say it would be his last as 

Membership Secretary and spoke of the need for someone else to take over. 

Towards the end of the meeting, an appreciation of Nick’s contribution over 

many years was given by ex-chairman Martin Cox from the floor.  

All who were present and heard him speak, along with his many friends, will 

have been shaken to learn of Martin’s sudden death in Spain later in the year.  

The Committee 

Since the last AGM, committee member responsibilities have been:  

Chairman: Hugh Sheppard;   Treasurer: Alan Bilyard;  

Membership Secretary: Nick Whines;  Secretary: Anne Hanford;     

Pension Scheme matters: Hugh Sheppard and Leslie Huss-Smickler;  

Memories of the BBC sub-group; David Allen, George Auckland, Kristin 

Mason and Nick Whines;    Webmaster: George Gimber;  

Newsletter production and design: Albert Barber.  

Alan Bilyard and Albert Barber represented the Association at the OPA 

(Occupational Pensioners’ Alliance), the NFOP (National Federation of 

Occupational Pensioners) and the Public Service Pensioners’ Council.  
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In November, the committee reluctantly accepted the resignation of Kristin 
Mason due to the pressure of other commitments. 

In December, Nick Whines formally resigned, having fulfilled the position of 
Membership Secretary admirably since 2006. Then, prompted by the annual 
newsletter, Maurice Maguire came forward and has since been appointed.   

SKY HIGH 

The last AGM saw the first printing of “SKY HIGH”, an analysis of the cost of 
subscription television compared to the licence fee. This has been copied to 
members of the BBC Trust, D-G and the BBC Board of Management, John 
Whittingdale, Chris Bryant, and others associated with Charter Review.  

Pension Increase 

The pensions of Old Benefits, New Benefits and CAB (2006) members had 
an increase of 1.6% under the Scheme from April 2015. This was based on 
the Retail Prices Index (RPI) for the year to 31 December 2014. For CAB 
(2011) members, the comparable increase was 0.5%, based on the 
Consumer Prices Index (CPI) for the same period. 

Memories of the BBC 

An application to register Memory Bank with the Charity Commission was 
refused in June due to insufficient ‘Charitable Purposes’. This led David 
Allen’s sub-committee to revisit how best to protect BBCPA from legal 
responsibility for what others may say on an internet-based service. Or 
should we perhaps liaise more closely with the BBC’s Alumni project?     

Licence Fee and Charter review 

Inevitably, the Licence Fee settlement in July 2015 raised the bar on forth -
coming Charter Review negotiations.  BBC responsibility for free licences for 
the over-75s still reverberates for the public and with BBCPA.  

All Association members were encouraged to respond to the several 
Charter consultations initiated by government, the BBC Trustees and the 
BBC itself. A number of members kindly copied their responses to us, 
adding substance to committee discussions.  

BBCPA Offers 

The Radio Times special offer to members continues to be popular, with 
the addition of a discount on Fred Olsen Lines to those from Robert Radio 
and others. An arrangement sought by Leslie Huss-Smickler with an 
umbrella discount group was not successful, mainly because BBCPA is a 
non-profit making association.    
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Communication with Members 

Regular communication with the membership was through three annual 
mailings, ie. before and after the AGM and of our Christmas Newsletter. 
Albert Barber and Christina Hamilton continue to build on a distinctive 
style that is appreciated for embodying substance with style. 

The website complements our printed communications, with a blend of 
up to date information and past material. Under George Gimber, the site is 
undergoing a facelift, with results anticipated in the first half of 2016.  

Personal member communications were in the province of Nick Whines. 
Thankfully, having said farewell at last year’s AGM, he stayed in post for 
one of the busiest years on record. In addition to routine responsibilities, 
he fielded many enquiries on the BBC Charter and then PIE, the Pension 
Increase Option, our main concern for the last quarter of the year.  

Regional Meetings 

In October, the annual regional meetings of the Association were held in 
Leeds, Belfast and Birmingham.  In all, some fifty local members and eight 
from the committee were involved. 

An innovation in 2015 was for a senior BBC executive to come and speak 
on local priorities. To hear this from a Director or Head of Programmes was 
a privilege some members had missed since their own active involvement. 

Key concerns over the PIE option was centred on the lack of background 
information in letters sent by the BBC to most Old Benefits pensioners. 
Faced by a decision on whether to take-up the PIE provisions, members 
thanked BBCPA for helping to plug this information gap. 

All present were encouraged to contribute to ongoing Charter Review 
consultations and to stay in touch via Prospero and www.bbcpa.org,uk      

Pension Increase Exchange 

This initiative of the BBC caught all concerned on the hop; so much so that 
even the Pension & Benefits Centre at had no time to tell Prospero readers 
what the BBC had in mind, although the October edition arrived on door 
steps simultaneously with letters to those eligible for the option.   

Concerns brought to the committee did not only come from members who 
had received the BBC letter, but from those who later found out they had 
been excluded. One reason is that some old paper records had been too 
hard to update. BBCPA is glad to report this is being re-assessed. 
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Pension Scheme Management 

PIE brought James Hacker, the BBC Pensions Manager, back in contact with 
BBCPA, as a source of comfort and integrity over PIE intentions. He also 
brought a Director of the BBC-appointed IFA, Chase de Vere, to meet us.  

CEO for the BBC Pension Trust, Joy Moore, moved to other responsibilities 
at year end. She had been a great asset in enabling better communications 
between BBCPA and the Trust. We have since been delighted to learn that 
James Hacker has now taken over some of her previous responsibility. 

Membership Secretary’s Report – an edited summary from Nick Whines 

2015 saw a 5% drop in membership to around 2600. 48 new members 
were recruited but the Association lost contact with 29 members when 
letters were returned and a further 12 resigned. 132 members died; the 
largest number in a single year since the Association was founded in 1988. 
This probably arose from the fact that original members of the Association 
are now reaching their nineties and is to be expected. 

In the main, feedback to the Association via the Membership Secretary has 
been positive. The Committee appreciates all the messages of support and 
encouragement received and is again grateful for the many generous 
donations received over the last year.  

After many years of trying, we finally reached agreement with the Pension 
Centre to send leaflets to those pensioners who do not receive Prospero.  
However the costs involved were judged too great compared with the 
likely response in terms of new members. 

Some members have still not updated their standing orders and subscribe 
at the old rate of £10, £7 or even £5 despite reminders. The problem arises 
perhaps from the fact that most household bills are now paid by direct 
debit; a scheme we are unable to use. The underpayment is balanced by 
members who still pay subscriptions despite the Association having lost 
contact with them and with no obvious way of reconnecting.   

The percentage of members with email addresses has now reached 44%. 
In the autumn the Association made use of these addresses to remind 
members about the regional meetings.  

During the year the Association has supported individual members who 
have had issues with the Pension Centre over the overpayment of their 
pension and with the Pension Increase Exchange scheme. A satisfactory 
outcome has been achieved in these cases. 
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Treasurer’s Report for 2015 

The final income and expenditure account for 2015 shows that income 

from subscriptions and donations reached nearly £31K. This is £3K lower 

than last year (2014). The difference is mainly due to the recovery of 

underpaid subscriptions during the previous year and also to a higher rate 

of generous donations during the same period. 

The regular expenditure of £23.9K is slightly less than last year by £0.5K 

(compared with £24.5K in 2014). This amount is spread over most of the 

various types of expenditure accounts with small increases applying to 

some and savings on others.   

This resulted in a surplus of £6.9K for 2015.  With no more booklets in the 

series “Life at the BBC” issued, no further costs were incurred during the 

year nor were there additional costs for the BBC Memories data base or 

other projects.  So no adjustment to the reserve account was necessary. 

However, the committee has commissioned a new website and the costs 

of this, estimated at £5K, will be incurred in the early part of 2015 but 

there is sufficient funds to cover this. Likewise, a further instalment will 

become due for the continued development of the BBC Memories 

database during 2015 provision for which has already been made   

Overall the financial situation of the Association is healthy and should stay 

that way for a number of years.  This places us in a positive situation which 

will help us provide better communication with our members and improved 

presentation of the publications which we distribute during the year.   

The committee feels that the annual subscription of £15 per member and 

£20 for joint members represents good value for the services provided.  

We are always looking for ways to increase the membership and would ask 

you all to encourage your ex BBC colleagues who are BBC pensioners to 

join the Association as well.  Maintaining a strong membership level is 

important so that the Association may continue to perform an effective 

role when dealing with pension matters on behalf of us all.   

Once again we would like to thank you for your continuing support. 

Our thanks also go to Lawrence Symonds who again has kindly audited 

the accounts for 2015. 

Alan Bilyard    (Hon. Treasurer) 
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BBC PENSIONERS' ASSOCIATION 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31
st
 December 2015 

Year 2014                                       Year 2015 

       £                      INCOME          £ 

33,872.00   Subscriptions and Donations 30,877.28  

       12.50   Bank Interest        12.28  

33,884.50   TOTAL INCOME 30,899.56  

       £                    EXPENDITURE           £ 

11,888.60  Printing and Stationery  12,001.94  

  5,152.25   Communications     4,570.32  

  2,210.94   Travel    1,846.20  

  1,500.00   Professional and Secretarial    1,500.00  

     436.40   Corporate subscriptions and advertising       518.90  

  2,100.49   Meetings     2,262.07  

   1,276.04   Sundries, including IT maintenance   1,290.27       

24,564.72   TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
 

 23,989.70  

9,319.78    Income over or under (-) expenditure     6,899.86  

-3,538.60  Less costs: Memory Bank Projects    __________    

-5,781.18  SURPLUS/Deficit FOR YEAR   6,899.86  
 

General Account as at 31
st
 December 2015                                           £ 

              Balances brought forward from 31st December 2014: 

              Balance in Barclays current account   9,776.39  

              Balance in Barclays tracker account 24,617.62  

                                                                                                        34,394.01  

              Add surplus for year ended 31.12.15   6,899.86  

41,293.87 

Represented by (on 31
st
 December 2015): 

Balance in Barclays current account  16,663.97  

Balance in Barclays tracker account 24,629.90  

 41,293.87 
I have examined the records and books of accounts and have found the 

income and expenditure accounts for the year ending 31st December 2015 

to be in agreement therewith. In my opinion the accounts give a true record 

of the Association's affairs for that year. 

                                                                 Signed:             L. Symonds 

                                                                  Dated:                  20.01.16 
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AGENDA for the 29th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

1. Opening of the meeting and Chairman’s welcome 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on 16 April 2015  

Item 2: Adoption proposed:             Seconded:             Approved?: 

Matters arising 

3. Chairman’s Annual Report and update    

4. Membership Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports and updates 

Items 3 & 4: Adoption proposed:     Seconded:         Approved?: 

5. Updates from other members of the committee  

6. Motions and questions from members (see Notes below) 
 

COMMITTEE 2015-16 STANDS DOWN 

7. Election of the new committee 2016-17 (see Notes below) 

8. Any other business 

END OF AGM 
 

3.30 pm (approx)     Address by Charlotte Higgins  

       (Charlotte Higgins is the Culture Correspondent of the Guardian) 

to be followed by tea and biscuits. 
NOTES 

Item 5: Motions and/or Questions for the meeting 

Motions or Questions should be on the green form enclosed and sent to: 
The Membership Secretary, PO Box 142, Buxton SK17 6SE to arrive not 
later than 8 April 2016.      Motions will be considered only if the 
proposing member and/or a seconder is present at the meeting. 

Item 7: Nominations for the 2016 -2017 committee 

The Constitution requires that members of the committee stand down 
and may offer themselves for re-election.  
Nominations for the committee on the blue form should bear the 
names of a proposer and a seconder with their membership numbers 
and be accompanied by a short CV signed by the nominee.  
 

FOR INFORMATION: 

Charlotte Higgins’ book on the BBC ‘’The New Noise” is published by Faber. 


