
NOTICE OF 
AGM 2018 
and ANNUAL 
REPORT 2017

The AGM will take place on Tuesday 17th April 2018, 
at 2 pm at Friends Meeting House, 173 Euston Road, 
London NW1 2BJ.  Tel: 020 7663 1000



The BBC Pensioners’ AssoCiATion is An AssoCiATion 
of Persons in reCeiPT of A Pension from A sCheme To 
whiCh The BBC ConTriBuTed

The objectives of the Association are primarily: 

To promote and safeguard the interests of BBCPA 
members and to improve their benefits; 
To provide a forum for the examination and discussion of 
all matters relating to the BBC’s pension schemes;
To provide a means whereby the interests and views of 
BBCPA members  may be ascertained and collectively 
represented to the administrators of  their pension 
schemes, to scheme trustees, to the BBC Management and  
to the BBC Board; 
To obtain information from and co-operate with other 
bodies concerned with the advancement of pensioner 
interests at a national level as with  the National 
Federation of Occupational Pensioners. 
To further advance the history of the BBC by collecting, 
creating and maintaining accessible records of the working 
lives of those who worked at the BBC
To obtain professional knowledge and do anything else 
reasonably required in  pursuance of the objectives of the 
Association.

AIMS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION
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The AGM will take place on Tuesday 17th April 2018, 
at 2 pm at Friends Meeting House, 173 Euston Road, 
London NW1 2BJ. Tel: 020 7663 1000

1. Opening of the meeting and Chairman’s welcome
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 25th April 2017 

 Item 2:  Adoption proposed:
 Seconded:  Approved:

 Matters arising
3. Chairman’s Annual Report and update   
4. Membership Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports and updates
 
 Items 3 & 4:  Adoption proposed:
 Seconded:  Approved:

 Updates from other members of the committee 
5. Motions and questions from members See side notes

 COMMITTEE 2016-17 STANDS DOWN See side notes
6. Election of the new committee 2017-18 (see NOTES below)

7. Any other business

 END OF AGM

 3.30 pm (approx) 

8. Address by  Ian Cutter Head of Operations, BBC Pension Scheme
9. Keynote address by Jean Seaton, on the recent history of the BBC.

 TEA AND BISCUITS

AGENDA 
For the 31st ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING
To be held on 17th April 2018

Notes:
Motions or 
Questions 
should be on the 
form enclosed 
to arrive not 
later than 8 
April 2018. 

Motions will be 
considered only 
if the proposing 
member and/
or a seconder is 
present at the 
meeting.

The Constitution 
requires that 
members of 
the committee 
stand down 
and may offer 
themselves for 
re-election.

Nominations for the committee should bear the names of a proposer and a seconder with 
their membership numbers and be accompanied by a short CV signed by the nominee.Page 4.



Notes:

Friends Meeting 
House is 
located right 
opposite Euston 
Station (main 
line and tube) 
on the other 
side of Euston 
Road.  No 
reservation 
is required. 
Prospective 
members 
and partners 
are welcome. 
Any motions, 
questions or 
nominations 
to join the 
committee 
should be 
sent to the 
Membership 
Secretary to 
arrive by Friday 
8th April 2018.

This Report was compiled in February 2018 for the 
Annual General Meeting in 2018
Chairman’s Report and Update

This year, 2018, is the 30th year since the BBC Pensioners’ Association 
was founded. We have come quite a way since those early days when the 
Pension Fund was in surplus. Many benefits were achieved then but now 
we are in different times with the Pension fund predicted to be in deficit 
for another few years yet. Continuing our Founders work we have helped 
to solve and reassure members on their concerns over their pensions.
We have continued to be vigilant on pension matters with good relations 
with outside organisations like the VLV, (Voice of the Listener and 
Viewer), OPA (Occupational Pensioners’ Alliance), the NFOP (National 
Federation of Occupational Pensioners) and the Public Service 
Pensioners’ Council. Relationships with the BBC Management, BBC 
Pension Trust and its CEO John Cullen have been maintained.  We have 
supported the BBC Pensions team in Cardiff, under the leadership of 
Ian Cutter, who provide an excellent service for all pensioners. We will 
continue to maintain and strengthen these relationships in the future. 
We attended the Pensioners Liason Meeting in October, which was 
reported in the December Newsletter. This testifies to our attention 
to keeping in touch regarding the future of our pensions. Last years 
commitment in streamlining communication with members, through 
the mailings and monthly E-Newsletters, by a completion of the revised 
Membership Database has been achieved with added security. 
Our interactive website means that you can add comments, have access 
to a wider knowledge of all aspects of the media and add tributes to 
those who are no longer with us.  The style and substance has already 
brought benefits outside the Association as we are showing that we are 
an up to date organisation through our communications to our members 
and website. A by-product of the e-Newsletters has been increased 

ANNUAL 
REPORT 2017
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membership involvement in the offering of help and criticism on all 
aspects of what we do. This has meant the administrative load is still 
quite heavy and we are taking steps to incorporate offers of help from 
members to assist in day to day tasks. We still could do with help with 
the recruitment of new members together with the forming of regional 
groups. It was during last year’s regional meetings that there was some 
suggestion about forming regional BBCPA groups.  We welcome ideas 
from our regional members as to how to organise this, and give our 
regional membership a higher profile within the BBCPA.
To celebrate this anniversary year we are hoping to hold a special event. 
Notice of this will be given later in the year.
Finally, I would like to thank all members for their support, advice and 
help especially from members of the committee. Special thanks must 
go to Hugh Sheppard, a former chairman of the BBCPA, who has been a 
constant guide and mentor. He will continue to give updates on media 
matters but is standing down from the Committee. 
We have built on our already extensive list of Offers, for which we owe 
thanks to Leslie Huss-Smickler. 
In the coming year I want to strengthen all aspects of what we do in 
our relationships with external organizations and BBC Management; to 
continue to bring our members an Association worth joining; increase 
the membership; pursue an objective of maintaining our links with the 
past whilst keeping and eye on the future of broadcasting.

Since the last AGM, committee member responsibilities have been: 

Chairman:   Albert Barber 
Treasurer:    Alan Bilyard 
Membership Secretary:  Maurice Maguire
Minutes    Secretary: Tony Scott and Khalid Iqbal
Pension Scheme matters:  Leslie Huss-Smickler  
Memories of the BBC: David Allen, George Auckland
Media matters:   Hugh Sheppard with Christina Hamilton. 
Website, Newsletter:   Albert Barber, Christina Hamilton.  

Notes:

The Chairman 
of BBCPA for the 
2017 calendar 
year was Albert 
Barber.

The minutes 
of the AGM for 
2016/7 were 
circulated to all 
members and are 
on the website.  
The highlights 
were an address 
by John Cullen 
CEO BBC Pension 
Trust Ltd, and 
Keynote speech 
by Torin Douglas 
on his days as 
BBC media 
correspondent.
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Membership Secretary’s Report

Although, once again, the number of new members fell far short of those 
to whom we bade ‘farewell’ in 2017 (36 versus 81), the membership base 
is still a healthy 2509.   Many more members have now provided us with 
an email address, which has enabled them to access the Members’ Area 
of the website and to receive the Chairman’s monthly E-Newsletter;  it 
has also produced quite a few interesting - and lively - email exchanges.   
Feedback and suggestions from members on any aspect of the 
Association’s activities are always welcome.

The major development this year has been the introduction of the new 
database, thanks to the  creative talents of Danny Huss-Smickler (son 
of Committee member, Leslie).   While it has been a long time in the 
gestation (work actually began under my predecessor, Nick Whines!), it
has provided us with a sophisticated administrative tool which will serve 
us well into the future. Among its many features is its ability quickly to 
reconcile bank statements with subscription records, thus saving much 
time and effort - and helping us chase tardy non-payers!   It also greatly 
simplifies the preparation of material for our printer.

Members will note that individual membership numbers have changed, 
in that they no longer reflect the method of payment of annual 
subscriptions.   We thought this a sensible move, as both the number 
of ways to pay has expanded to include direct payments, and members 
may wish to vary their payment method from time to time.   But please 
note:  only the suffix has changed and now reflects year of joining and 
membership status (ordinary, joint, life etc)!   The core number - in most 
cases comprising four digits - remains the same.   Please remember to 
quote your membership number in all dealings with ourselves and your 
bank!       
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BBC PENSIONERS' ASSOCIATION 

                                    Income and Expenditure Account 
for the year ending 31st December 2017

Year 2016 Year 2017
£ Income £

31,109        Subscriptions, Donations & Interest 32,059        

Expenditure

8,041          Printing and Stationery 8,183          
4,342          Communications (Post etc) 3,963          
2,858          Travel 2,380          
1,375          Professional and Secretarial 1,500          

478             Corporate subscriptions and advertising 537             
2,398          Regional Meetings & AGM 2,832          
5,866          Website development and maintenance 2,246          

732             Secretarial IT set up costs
902             Sundries (Insurance, catering and misc) 1,009          

26,992        Total Expenditure 22,650        

4,117          Surplus for year 9,409          

General Account as at 31st December 2017
£

Balances brought forward from 31st December 2016:
Balance in Barclays current account 20,769        
Balance in Barclays tracker account 24,642        

45,411        
Add surplus for year ended 31.12.17 9,409          

54,820        
Represented by (on 31st December 2017):
Balance in Barclays current account 30,173        
Balance in Barclays tracker account 24,647        

54,820        

I have examined the records and books of accounts and have found the
income and expenditure accounts for the year ending 31st December 2017 
to be in agreement therewith.  In my opinion the accounts give a true record of 
the Association's affairs for that year.

signed: L.Symonds

dated: 7th February 2018



Treasurer’s Report for 2016

The final income and expenditure account for 2017 shows that income 
from subscriptions and donations increased to £32K which is £1k more 
than last year.  

Expenditure of £22.6K is about £4K less than 2016.  The main reason for 
this is that there were no further development costs for the new website 
which were incurred in the previous year.  Other costs were similar to last 
year leaving a surplus of £9.4K for the year (2017)

Overall the financial situation of the Association is healthy and should 
remain that way for a number of years.  This places us in a positive 
situation which will help us to provide better communication with all 
our members and improved presentation and design of our publications 
which we distribute during the year.  

The annual subscription of £15 per member and £20 for joint members 
represents good value for the services which are provided and it is unlikely 
that any increase in these rates will be necessary in the foreseeable future.  
We are always looking for ways to increase our membership and would 
ask you all to encourage your ex BBC colleagues who are BBC pensioners 
to join the Association as well.  It is important that we maintain a strong 
membership level in order that the Association may perform an effective 
and influential role when dealing with our pension matters.  

Once again we would like to thank members for their continuing support.

Our thanks also go to Laurence Symonds who again has kindly audited 
the accounts for 2017

Alan Bilyard  (Hon. Treasurer)Page 9.



Pension Increase

On 17 January 2018 the RPI and CPI figures for December were 
published. The RPI had increased to 4.1% in December and the CPI 
had increased to 3%. This means that come April, the expected pension 
increases for Old Benefits, New Benefits and Career Average Benefits 
(2006) members would be 4.1%, whilst for Career Average Benefits 
(2011) members it is expected to be 3%.

These increases are subject to the agreement of both the BBC and the 
Trustees. Formal notification of the annual pension increase, together 
with the P60 and April payment advice is issued during the second week 
of April each year.

Memories of the BBC

Our MEMORY BANK database for ex-staff biographies, anecdotes and 
other memories of the BBC was greatly simplified a year or so ago to 
make it easier to log on and more flexible to use. It is now accessible from 
the public pages of the Association’s website and open for contributions 
from all who worked for the BBC in any capacity. 
All you need to do to create a personal entry - whether just a simple 
one, or a full autobiography and go online to bbcpa.org.uk/memory- 
bank-project/ or follow the link from the Association’s website front 
page. To register you need to supply an email address but this will not 
be published.  

When you create an entry you can choose to publish it, or just save it. You 
can pick up where you left off at any time and edit what you’ve written as 
often as you want. It’s also easy to attach photographs. When published, 
your contribution will look very similar to a page in Wikipedia. So do 
have a go. We look forward to reading what you have to say.

Note:  Formal 
notification 
of the annual 
pension increase, 
together with P60 
information and 
April payment 
advice is issued 
during the second 
week of April each 
year. 
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BBCPA Offers

The BBCPA has continued to add to the panel of providers who offer 
exclusive deals to our members. Existing offers include Hotpoint 
Privilege Purchase Club, Cotswold Outdoor, Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines 
and Roberts Radio. New additions this past year include:

Full details of all the exclusive offers available to BBCPA members can 
be found in the Members’ section of the BBCPA website. Also, watch out 
for future offerings to members.

Unfortunately, BBCPA members can no longer obtain a BBCPA discount 
on the Radio Times. However, members can phone the publishers - 
Immediate Media, on 03330 162 139 and request the latest discount 
codes on their full range of publications e.g. BBC Gardeners’ World, BBC 
Good Food Guide etc.

• Simply Health – A Cash Plan enabling members to claim back 100% of dental 
and optical bills (up to annual limits) and 75% for a range of therapies including 
physiotherapy, chiropractic treatments, osteopathy, acupuncture and homeopathy 
(up to annual limits).   

• Costco – Costco offers a chain of membership warehouse where members can 
purchase brand name merchandise at substantially lower prices than are typically 
found at conventional wholesale or retail outlets.

• Love2Shop – Reloadable cards that offers members the opportunity to make huge 
savings through an exclusive discount scheme. Savings are available at over 9,000 
retailers, including discounts of 4% on supermarket shopping (including Tesco, 
Sainsbury’s), 7% on high street shopping (including Argos, Boots, Debenhams, 
M&S, Superdrug, Wilko), discounts on other retailers (including John Lewis, Next), 
and discounts on travel (including Cunard, Royal Caribbean, Thomas Cook, TUI).
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Regional Meetings

GLASGOW

As reported in the December mailout, in October, the annual regional 
meetings of the Association were held in Glasgow, Southampton and 
Bristol.  The Glasgow meeting was attended by Maurice Maguire and 
George Auckland and chaired by David Allen. It was noted that a sizeable 
percentage of attendees do not use the internet and depend entirely on our 
posted information. We discussed the increased value of the Pension fund, 
the relatively healthy funding level and the way the deficit is being paid off 
by the BBC at a time when money for other things is tight. Members were 
told of that days news from the Pension Liaison meeting which had taken 
place that morning.  

At 3.15 Ian Small who is Head of Public Policy and Corporate Affairs 
at BBC Scotland but also Honorary Professor at Glasgow University in 
the School of Culture and Creative Arts talked about recent welcome 
increases in funding for Scotland. However, the BBC as a whole needs to 
make a £800 million saving by 2022. 
Generally there is increasing co-operation cross-media in Scotland with, 
for example, more dynamic links with the local press.  He welcomed the 
National Film and Television School setting up an offshoot in Scotland. 
The independent sector is doing well, but long term, small companies are 
being bought up by larger companies such as Amazon and Netflix. This 
makes the future uncertain, with no guarantees for smaller companies 
or for in-house production.  Their protected percentage output is now 
reduced to zero in the interests of producing a more level playing field – 
part of government policy.
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SOUTHAMPTON

Albert Barber, Alan Bilyard and Hugh Sheppard of the committee met at 
Broadcasting House, Southampton on Thursday, 19th October. Positive 
news of the Pension Scheme and of the Association were expressed. 

News Editor, Richard Spalding, spoke of the regional output and 
audiences. Despite the limited budgets the region has developed some new 
ideas using shortened pieces of news output for the website. Some at the 
meeting thought that this could be a danger for more in depth reporting. 
The meeting closed with a visit to the BBC South TV studio.

BRISTOL

At Bristol, Christina Hamilton, Alan Bilyard and Khalid Ibqal attended 
this meeting.  Christina passed on the best wishes from the Chairman, 
Albert Barber, who said in his letter that along with other pension 
schemes, the BBC’s scheme was still recognised as one of the best in the 
country.  Alan, who has been Treasurer for fifteen years, reported that 
the Association’s Accounts were financially strong. He said that there had 
been many industry meetings and some organisations had changed to CPI 
from RPI which of course is less beneficial to members.  There has been no 
conclusion in the BBC about this. The new BBCPA website has been a big 
hit and has attracted a lot of interest through its bright and breezy pages 
displaying much information about the Association.  As with all regional 
meetings it was a good chance to meet up with previous work colleagues.
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The BBC Pensioners’ Association is a voluntary, independent association 
of those in receipt of a BBC pension, or a pension to which the BBC has 
contributed, which aims at protecting its members interests in respect 
of their pensions.   This is the legitimate basis on which members’ data 
are held and processed.

When joining the Association, members provide basic information 
about themselves, which can be updated by them at any time.   The 
payment of an annual or Life Membership fee by members (or 
acceptance of Honorary Life membership) is deemed as the member’s 
granting the Association permission to record and use his/her personal 
information for internal administrative purposes and in the pursuit of 
the Association’s activities for the benefit of members.

All personal information is held solely for the benefit of members and 
is/will be treated in accordance with current/future data protection 
legislation.   The Association has voluntarily registered with the 
Information Controller’s Office (registration reference:  ZA240942).

Personal information includes:  name, address (including email address), 
telephone number, date of birth, date of joining the Association, BBCPA 
membership number and BBC Pension Number.   In particular, the 
provision of a BBC Pension Number (or equivalent from another scheme) 
establishes eligibility for membership;  it does not give the Association 
access to any of a member’s financial details.

We process members’ personal information to enable us to administer 
our membership records, including the recording of fee payments by 
cheque, Standing Order, online and directly. it is used to organise the 
Association’s activities, to send printed and electronic mailouts, to 
publish newsletters, to offer general support to members by mail and 
telephone, both collectively and individually upon a member’s specific 

BBCPA PRIVACY POLICY
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request and to conduct occasional analyses.   Additionally, members are 
invited to post their career reminiscences on our website.   
Information to and from members is processed via email, postal 
communications, phone calls and bank statements and the Association’s 
website and is recorded on a main and several subsidiary databases.   All 
databases are password-protected and are managed by the Membership 
Secretary who makes information from them available to other 
Committee members as required. 

The Association’s computerised records are protected by internet 
security software.

Members’ basic information as extracted from our main database 
is shared with our printer for the purposes of sending out printed 
communications to members;  it  is also shared with our web designer 
and from time to time with any additional third party engaged in the 
furtherance of the interests of the Association.   All such have signed 
or will sign a confidentiality agreement.   Information is otherwise not 
shared with any outside bodies, except that occasionally copies of our 
Newsletters are sent to interested parties.

A member may relinquish membership at any time, in which case all 
records of him/her are destroyed.   Members have a right to see what 
information about them we hold, and to alter it in any way they choose, 
or to remove it in part or its entirety.   Some members are represented by 
attorneys under officially registered POAs, while others are represented 
by family or friends subject to agreement of the member and similar 
rights will apply to these.   All data processing inquiries must be made 
through the Membership Secretary.

The Privacy Policy is kept under continuous review. It is available on 
the Association’s website and from the Membership Secretary.  

The BBCPA website contains a separate Privacy Policy which operates 
in conjunction with this one.Page 15.



 

Monthly figures 2017 
Month RPI Year on 

year % 
CPI Year on 

year % 
Release  
date 

January 265.5 2.6 101.4 1.8 14 February 

February 268.4 3.2 102.1 2.3 21 March 

March 269.3 3.1 102.5 2.3 11 April 

April 270.6 3.5 102.9 2.7 16 May 

May 271.7 3.7 103.3 2.9 13 June 

June 272.3 3.5 103.3 2.6 18 July 

July 272.9 3.6 103.2 2.6 15 August 

August 274.7 3.9 103.8 2.9 12 September 

September 275.1 3.9 104.1 3.0 17 October 

October 275.3 4.0 104.2 3.0 14 November 

November 275.8 3.9 104.6 3.1 12 December 

December 278.1 4.1 104.9 3.0 16 January 
  

  

On 13 January 1987 the General Index of Retail Prices reverted to the base of 100. All RPI figures 
have been converted to the 13 January 1987 base. Using the old base of 15 January 1974 the 
equivalent figure for 13 January 1987 is 394.5.  

From the release of January consumer price inflation data on 16 February 2016, CPI indices have 
been re-referenced and published with 2015=100. All previous CPI indices have been updated to 
reflect this. 

 

Monthly Inflation figures 2017
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